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Vortechs® Maintenance

The Vortechs system should be inspected at regular intervals and
maintained when necessary to ensure optimum performance.
The rate at which the system collects pollutants will depend more
heavily on site activities than the size of the unit, e.g., unstable
soils or heavy winter sanding will cause the swirl chamber to fill
more quickly but regular sweeping will slow accumulation.

Inspection

Inspection is the key to effective maintenance and is easily
performed. Pollutant deposition and transport may vary from
year to year and regular inspections will help ensure that the
system is cleaned out at the appropriate time. Inspections should
be performed twice per year (i.e. spring and fall) however more
frequent inspections may be necessary in equipment washdown
areas and in climates where winter sanding operations may lead
to rapid accumulations. It is useful and often required as part of
a permit to keep a record of each inspection. A simple inspection
and maintenance log form for doing so is provided on the
following page, and is also available on contechstormwater.com.

The Vortechs system should be cleaned when inspection reveals
that the sediment depth has accumulated to within 12 to 18
inches (300 to 450 mm) of the dry-weather water surface
elevation. This determination can be made by taking two
measurements with a stadia rod or similar measuring device;

one measurement from the manhole opening to the top of the
sediment pile and the other from the manhole opening to the
water surface. Note: To avoid underestimating the volume of
sediment in the chamber, the measuring device must be carefully
lowered to the top of the sediment pile. Finer, silty particles at the
top of the pile typically offer less resistance to the end of the rod
than larger particles toward the bottom of the pile.

Cleaning

Cleaning of the Vortechs system should be done during dry
weather conditions when no flow is entering the system. Clean-
out of the Vortechs system with a vacuum truck is generally the
most effective and convenient method of excavating pollutants
from the system. If such a truck is not available, a “clamshell”
grab may be used, but it is difficult to remove all accumulated
pollutants using a “clamshell”.

In installations where the risk of petroleum spills is small, liquid
contaminants may not accumulate as quickly as sediment.
However, an oil or gasoline spill should be cleaned out
immediately. Motor oil and other hydrocarbons that accumulate
on a more routine basis should be removed when an appreciable
layer has been captured. To remove these pollutants, it may be
preferable to use adsorbent pads to solidify the oil since these
pads are usually much easier to remove from the unit individually
and less expensive to dispose of than the oil/water emulsion that
may be created by vacuuming the oily layer. Floating trash can be
netted out if you wish to separate it from the other pollutants.

Cleaning of a Vortechs system is typically done by inserting

a vacuum hose into the swirl chamber and evacuating this
chamber of water and pollutants. As water is evacuated, the
water level outside of the swirl chamber will drop to a level
roughly equal to the crest of the lower aperture of the swirl
chamber. The water outside the swirl chamber should remain

near this level throughout pumping as the bottom and sides

of the swirl chamber are sealed to the tank floor and walls.

This “water lock” feature prevents water from migrating into
the swirl chamber, exposing the bottom of the baffle wall and
creating excess pump-out volume. Floating pollutants will decant
into the swirl chamber as the water level is drawn down. This
allows most floating material to be withdrawn from the same
access point above the swirl chamber. Floating material that
does not decant into the swirl chamber during draw down
should be skimmed from the baffle chamber. If maintenance

is not performed as recommended, sediment may accumulate
outside the swirl chamber. If this is the case, it may be necessary
to pump out other chambers. It is advisable to check for
sediment accumulation in all chambers during inspection and
maintenance.

These maintenance recommendations apply to all Vortechs
systems with the following exceptions:

1. It is strongly recommended that when cleaning systems larger
than the Model 16000 the baffle chamber be drawn down
to depth of three feet prior to beginning clean-out of the
swirl chamber. Drawing down this chamber prior to the swirl
chamber reduces adverse structural forces pushing upstream
on the swirl chamber once that chamber is empty.

2. Entry into a Vortechs system is generally not required as
cleaning can be done from the ground surface. However,
if manned entry into a system is required the entire system
should be evacuated of water prior to entry regardless of the
system size.
Manhole covers should be securely seated following cleaning
activities to prevent leakage of runoff into the system from
above and also to ensure proper safety precautions. If anyone
physically enters the unit, Confined Space Entry procedures need
to be followed.

Disposal of all material removed from the Vortechs system should
be done in accordance with local regulations. In many locations,
disposal of evacuated sediments may be handled in the same
manner as disposal of sediments removed from catch basins or
deep sump manholes. Check your local regulations for specific
requirements on disposal.

For assistance with maintaining your Vortechs system, contact us
regarding the CONTECH Maintenance Compliance Certification
Program.




Vortechs Inspection & Maintenance Log

Vortech Model:

Location:
Water Floatable Describe .
. Maintenance
Date depth to Layer Maintenance b | Comments
. ersonne
sediment’ Thickness? Performed

The water depth to sediment is determined by taking two measurements with a stadia rod: one measurement from the manhole opening to
the top of the sediment pile and the other from the manhole opening to the water surface. If the difference between these measurements is
less than eighteen inches the system should be cleaned out. Note: To avoid underestimating the volume of sediment in the chamber, the
measuring device must be carefully lowered to the top of the sediment pile.

For optimum performance, the system should be cleaned out when the floating hydrocarbon layer accumulates to an appreciable thickness. In
the event of an oil spill, the system should be cleaned immediately.
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It's simple fo choose the right low impact
development (LID) solution to achieve your runoff
reduction goals with the Contech UrbanGreen

Staircase. First, select the runoff reduction practices

that are most appropriate for your site, paying particular attention

to pretreatment needs. If the entire design storm cannot be
retained, select a treatment best management practice (BMP)
for the balance. Finally, select a detention system to address any

outstanding downstream erosion.

Learn more at www.ContechES.com/hds
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Removing Pollutanis with Hydrodynamic
Separafion

Hydrodynamic separators are some of the first technologies to be
developed for treating stormwater. Our hydrodynamic separation
(HDS) products have been providing reliable stormwater treatment
solutions for more than 20 years. With performance proven in the
lab and in the field at sites across the country, these systems are
widely accepted for effective solids removal. They are an optimal
choice for pretreatment systems, especially efficient on gross
solids, trash and debris, while also removing total suspended
solids (TSS).

Fundamentals of HDS

*  Create a low velocity vortex action to:

- Increase efficiency by increasing length of flow path and

eliminating short circuiting
- Concentrate solids in staple, low velocity flow field
e Incorporate flow controls to:
- Minimize turbulence and velocity
- Prevent flow surges and resuspension
- Retain floating pollutants

*  Provide easy access to captured pollutants to make

maintenance easy

Learn more about hydrodynamic separation at

www.ContechES/stormwater

~ Our hydrodynamic

~ separation products have
- been providing reliable

- stormwater treatment
solutions for more than

20 years « + «
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Applications

HDS products work well as standalone or end-of-pipe treatment
systems and can easily be implemented in a retrofit scenario. They
are particularly effective at removal of solids, trash and debris —
and can help you meet TMDL requirements for these pollutants.
HDS systems are also optimal pretreatment systems — and an
important building block in a low impact development (LID)
design. By removing solids, trash and debris prior to detention,
infiltration or re-use systems, you can significantly increase their

service life.

Water Quality

HDS products provide high-performance stormwater pollutant
removal. These systems are effective in removing solids to meet
water quality goals and can be designed to achieve site treatment

goals for TSS or oil.

Pretreatment for Low Impact Development
(LID) Designs

Hydrodynamic separation systems installed as

pretreatment reduce downstream loading to

reduce maintenance

Inlet and Outlet Pollution Control

Our HDS products are especially effective for solids and trash
and debris. They can be installed at either the inlet or outlet of a
drainage system to prevent pollutants from being discharged into

lakes, streams or the ocean.

» =~ e

VortSentig) HS is an effective option whee
space is limitea

A Vovteehs potects oetention system fFrom

sediment buﬂot-up and rouces Maintenance

DS unit installed to vemove tmsh before
enteving Lake Mevitt in Dakland, CA

B

Learn more at www.ContechES.com/hds
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(DS®

The CDS is a swirl concentrator hybrid technology that
provides continuous deflective separation — a combination of
swirl concentration and patented indirect screening — info a
uniquely capable product. It effectively screens, separates and
traps debris, sediment and oil from stormwater runoff and is
an ideal system to meet trash Total Maximum Daily Load
(TMDL) requirements.

Features & Benefits

One-of-a-Kind Screening Technology

e Captures and retains 100% of floatables and neutrally

buoyant debris 2.4mm or larger
*  Effectively removes solids down to 100um

e Self-cleaning screen — the only non-blocking screening

technology available

*  Water velocities within the swirl chamber continually

shear debris off the screen to keep it clean

e Various screening apertures available

Proven Performance

*  Performance verified by NJ CAT and WA Ecology

Excellent Pollutant Refention
e Isolated Storage Sump eliminates scour potential

*  Qil Baffle improves hydrocarbon removal

Multiple Options to Meet Site-Specific Needs
* Inline, offline, grate inlet and drop inlet configuration

*  Accepts multiple pipe inlets and 90-180° angles —

eliminate the need for junction manholes

* Internal and external peak bypass options available

GRATE INLET
(CAST IRON HOOD FOR
CURB INLET OPENING)

CLEAN OUT
(REQUIRED)

DEFLECTION PAN, 3 SIDED
(GRATE INLET DESIGN)

CREST OF BYPASS WEIR
(ONE EACH SIDE)

SEPARATION CYLINDER

INLET FLUME

INLET
(MULTIPLE PIPES POSSIBLE)

OUTLET / OIL BAFFLE

TREATMENT SCREEN

SEPARATION SLAB SUMP STORAGE

4 Learn more at www.ContechES.com/hds
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Vortechs®

The Vortechs system’s swirl concentrator and flow controls

work together to create a low energy environment, ideal for

SWIRL CHAMBER
capturing and storing fine particles and other pollutants of
concern. With comprehensive lab and field testing, the system

delivers proven results and site-specific solutions.

Features & Benefits
Shallow Profile

*  Easy and cost-effective installation, especially on sites
OUTLET CHAMBER
LOW FLOW CONTROL

with high groundwater or bedrock

e Typical invert only 3 feet below pipe
FLOATABLES BAFFLE WALL

Effedtive Fine Solids Removal

e Large swirl chamber — Enhances very fine particle

removal (down to 50 microns)

*  Flow controls reduce inflow velocity and increase

residence time

e  Largest treatment zone surface area of any swirl
concentrator system available

Easy Maintenance

e Unobstructed access to stored pollutants

¢  Sealed swirl chamber decreases clean-out volume

Proven Perform(]ﬂce
¢ Performance verified by NJ CAT and WA Ecology

L.ou&c diameter swirl chamber for enhancement of
sediment vemoval in a low profile unit

Our systems are widely
accepted for effective
solids removal = + «

Learn more at www.ContechES.com/hds 5




VortSentry® HS

The VortSentry HS hydrodynamic separator has a small

footprint making it an effective pretreatment or treatment

option for projects where space is at a premium.

Helical Flow Pattern

*  Enhances trapping and containment of pollutants

*  Provides effective removal of settleable solids and
floating contaminants

Unigue Internal Bypass

*  Accepis a wide range of pipe sizes to treat and convey a

wide range of flows

*  Higher flows can be diverted without the use of external

bypass structures

*  Secondary inlet enhances floatable debris capture

Flexible, Compact Design
e Small manhole footprint

e Inlet and grated inlet configuration available

VorSenty®

: : Silvl"lilql"".fo Ifht;-_'!LVortSentr'y HS, the VoriSentry is

~ a compact 'rﬁ‘griﬁoié hydrodynamic sépdrétqr;’
‘hQWéver it does not have the st:’xvme 'ffédfﬁiéhf:)flbw
‘ rouﬁﬁg 4corﬁponenfs/con'rrvols‘>6‘s fheVo_ﬂS_ehtry HS
‘ddés; Thls l'i_inits the flow rate ond pnpe sizes the

= Sysfem éon,»dcce_pt. The VéﬁSgnfry has received
approval and is accepted by many munidbdliﬁes,
and is currently available in only those areas.
Please see www.ContechES.com/vortsentry for

more information.

6 Learn more at www.ContechES.com/hds

FRAME
GRATE INLET

HEAD
EQUALIZING
BAFFLE £

FLOW PARTITION

OUTLET

PIPE INLET PIPE

SECONDARY
INLET

PRIMARY INLET

OUTLET FLOW
CONTROL

TREATMENT

SEDIMENT STORAGE
CHAMBER Sump

VSHS wnieue internal bypass design taats high flows
ond bypasses peak flow, dimfua.ﬁua washout




Maintenance

All stormwater treatment systems — whether natural or
manufactured —should be maintained regularly. Despite the
widespread implementation of BMPs, water quality goals will not
be met if the treatment structures are not properly cleaned and

maintained.

Systems vary in their maintenance needs, and the selection of a
cost-effective and easy-to-access treatment system can mean a

huge difference in maintenance expenses for years to come.

We design our products to minimize maintenance and make
it as easy and inexpensive as possible to keep our systems

working properly.

Inspection

Inspection is the key to effective maintenance. Pollutant deposition
and transport may vary from year to year and site to site. Semi-
annual inspections will help ensure that the system is cleaned out
at the appropriate fime. Inspections should be performed more
frequently where site conditions may cause rapid accumulation

of pollutants.

Vortechs, VortSentry and VoriSentry HS

These systems should be cleaned out when sediment has
accumulated to a specific depth (refer to the respective
maintenance guidelines for details). Maintaining these systems
is easiest when there is no flow entering the system. A vacuum
truck is generally the most effective and convenient method of

excavating pollutants from the systems.

(DS

The recommended cleanout of solids within the CDS unit’s sump
should occur at 75% of the sump capacity. Access to the CDS unit
is typically achieved through two manhole access covers — one
allows inspection and cleanout of the separation chamber and
sump, and another allows inspection and cleanout of sediment
captured and retained behind the screen. A vacuum truck is
recommended for cleanout of the CDS unit and can be easily

accomplished in less than 30 minutes for most installations.

maintained regularly « + «

A vacuum tiaek excavates polutants from
the systems

A DS unit can be tasily cleaned out in less
than 30 minutes

- All stormwater systems should be

Learn more at www.ContechES.com/hds
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Next Steps

Lepyn move

See our HDS systems in action. Flash animations available

at www.ContechES.com/videos

Conneet with us

We're clways availoble to make your job easier. Contact your local project consultant for
design assistance. Search online at www.ContechES.com. While you're there, be sure to

check out our upcoming seminar schedule or request an in-house technical presentation.

Stout o ?vo('su,f

If you are ready to begin a project, visit us at www.ContechES.com/designtoolbox

Contech Engineered Solutions LLC provides site solutions for the civil engineering industry. Contech’s portfolio includes bridges,
drainage, retaining walls, sanitary sewer, stormwater, erosion control and soil stabilization products.

For more information, visit our web site: www.ContechES.com or call 800.338.1122

The product(s) described may be protected by one or more of the following US patents: 5,322,629; 5,624,576; 5,707,527;
5,759,415; 5,788,848; 5,985,157; 6,027,639; 6,350,374; 6,406,218; 6,641,720; 6,511,595; 6,649,048; 6,991,114;
6,998,038; 7,186,058; 7,296,692; 7,297,266 related foreign patents or other patents pending.

The Stormwater Management StormFilter, MFS and CDS are trad k gi d tradi ks, or licensed trademarks of
Contech Engineered Solutions LLC.

Sl .
KN

ENGINEERED SOLUTIONS

©2013 Contech Engineered Solutions LLC
800.338.1122

www.ContechES.com

All Rights Reserved. Printed in the USA.

NOTHING IN THIS CATALOG SHOULD BE CONSTRUED AS AN EXPRESSED WARRANTY
OR AN IMPLIED WARRANTY OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR ANY PARTICULAR
PURPOSE. SEE THE CONTECH STANDARD CONDITION OF SALES (VIEWABLE AT
WWW.CONTECH-CPI.COM/COS) FOR MORE INFORMATION.

Get Social With Us!

UGHDS Brochure 11/11 7M

We print our brochures entirely on Forest
Stewardship Council certified paper. FSC
certification ensures that the paper in
our brochures contain fiber from well-
managed and responsibly harvested
forests that meet strict environmental and
socioeconomic standards.

FSC
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Other Supporting Documentation

o BMP Educational Materials
o Activity Restrictions- C, C&R’s and Lease Agreements



Site Design & Landscape Planning SD-10

Design Objectives

Maximize Infiltration
Provide Retention

Slow Runoff

Minimize Impervious Land
Coverage

Prohibit Dumping of Improper
Materials

Contain Pollutants
Collect and Convey

B BEF

Description

Each project site possesses unique topographic, hydrologic, and vegetative features, some of
which are more suitable for development than others. Integrating and incorporating
appropriate landscape planning methodologies into the project design is the most effective
action that can be done to minimize surface and groundwater contamination from stormwater.

Approach

Landscape planning should couple consideration of land suitability for urban uses with
consideration of community goals and projected growth. Project plan designs should conserve
natural areas to the extent possible, maximize natural water storage and infiltration
opportunities, and protect slopes and channels.

Suitable Applications
Appropriate applications include residential, commercial and industrial areas planned for
development or redevelopment.

Design Considerations

Design requirements for site design and landscapes planning
should conform to applicable standards and specifications of
agencies with jurisdiction and be consistent with applicable
General Plan and Local Area Plan policies.

CALIFORNIA STORMWATER
It \SSOCIATION
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SD-10 Site Design & Landscape Planning

Designing New Installations
Begin the development of a plan for the landscape unit with attention to the following general
principles:

m  Formulate the plan on the basis of clearly articulated community goals. Carefully identify
conflicts and choices between retaining and protecting desired resources and community
growth.

= Map and assess land suitability for urban uses. Include the following landscape features in
the assessment: wooded land, open unwooded land, steep slopes, erosion-prone soils,
foundation suitability, soil suitability for waste disposal, aquifers, aquifer recharge areas,
wetlands, floodplains, surface waters, agricultural lands, and various categories of urban
land use. When appropriate, the assessment can highlight outstanding local or regional
resources that the community determines should be protected (e.g., a scenic area,
recreational area, threatened species habitat, farmland, fish run). Mapping and assessment
should recognize not only these resources but also additional areas needed for their
sustenance.

Project plan designs should conserve natural areas to the extent possible, maximize natural
water storage and infiltration opportunities, and protect slopes and channels.

Conserve Natural Areas during Landscape Planning

If applicable, the following items are required and must be implemented in the site layout
during the subdivision design and approval process, consistent with applicable General Plan and
Local Area Plan policies:

m  Cluster development on least-sensitive portions of a site while leaving the remaining land in
a natural undisturbed condition.

= Limit clearing and grading of native vegetation at a site to the minimum amount needed to
build lots, allow access, and provide fire protection.

m Maximize trees and other vegetation at each site by planting additional vegetation, clustering
tree areas, and promoting the use of native and/or drought tolerant plants.

= Promote natural vegetation by using parking lot islands and other landscaped areas.
m  Preserve riparian areas and wetlands.

Maximize Natural Water Storage and Infiltration Opportunities Within the Landscape Unit

=  Promote the conservation of forest cover. Building on land that is already deforested affects
basin hydrology to a lesser extent than converting forested land. Loss of forest cover reduces
interception storage, detention in the organic forest floor layer, and water losses by
evapotranspiration, resulting in large peak runoff increases and either their negative effects
or the expense of countering them with structural solutions.

= Maintain natural storage reservoirs and drainage corridors, including depressions, areas of
permeable soils, swales, and intermittent streams. Develop and implement policies and

e T e e T ey
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Site Design & Landscape Planning SD-10

regulations to discourage the clearing, filling, and channelization of these features. Utilize
them in drainage networks in preference to pipes, culverts, and engineered ditches.

= Evaluating infiltration opportunities by referring to the stormwater management manual for
the jurisdiction and pay particular attention to the selection criteria for avoiding
groundwater contamination, poor soils, and hydrogeological conditions that cause these
facilities to fail. If necessary, locate developments with large amounts of impervious
surfaces or a potential to produce relatively contaminated runoff away from groundwater
recharge areas.

Protection of Slopes and Channels during Landscape Design
m  Convey runoff safely from the tops of slopes.

m  Avoid disturbing steep or unstable slopes.

m  Avoid disturbing natural channels.

m Stabilize disturbed slopes as quickly as possible.

m Vegetate slopes with native or drought tolerant vegetation.

m  Control and treat flows in landscaping and/or other controls prior to reaching existing
natural drainage systems.

m  Stabilize temporary and permanent channel crossings as quickly as possible, and ensure that
increases in run-off velocity and frequency caused by the project do not erode the channel.

m Install energy dissipaters, such as riprap, at the outlets of new storm drains, culverts,
conduits, or channels that enter unlined channels in accordance with applicable
specifications to minimize erosion. Energy dissipaters shall be installed in such a way as to
minimize impacts to receiving waters.

m Line on-site conveyance channels where appropriate, to reduce erosion caused by increased
flow velocity due to increases in tributary impervious area. The first choice for linings
should be grass or some other vegetative surface, since these materials not only reduce
runoff velocities, but also provide water quality benefits from filtration and infiltration. If
velocities in the channel are high enough to erode grass or other vegetative linings, riprap,
concrete, soil cement, or geo-grid stabilization are other alternatives.

m Consider other design principles that are comparable and equally effective.

Redeveloping Existing Installations

Various jurisdictional stormwater management and mitigation plans (SUSMP, WQMP, etc.)
define “redevelopment” in terms of amounts of additional impervious area, increases in gross
floor area and/or exterior construction, and land disturbing activities with structural or
impervious surfaces. The definition of “ redevelopment” must be consulted to determine
whether or not the requirements for new development apply to areas intended for
redevelopment. If the definition applies, the steps outlined under “designing new installations”
above should be followed.

(o e e e e e e e e R e e e e e i e it e |
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SD-10 Site Design & Landscape Planning

Redevelopment may present significant opportunity to add features which had not previously
been implemented. Examples include incorporation of depressions, areas of permeable soils,
and swales in newly redeveloped areas. While some site constraints may exist due to the status
of already existing infrastructure, opportunities should not be missed to maximize infiltration,
slow runoff, reduce impervious areas, disconnect directly connected impervious areas.

Other Resources
A Manual for the Standard Urban Stormwater Mitigation Plan (SUSMP), Los Angeles County
Department of Public Works, May 2002.

Stormwater Management Manual for Western Washington, Washington State Department of
Ecology, August 2001.

Model Standard Urban Storm Water Mitigation Plan (SUSMP) for San Diego County, Port of
San Diego, and Cities in San Diego County, February 14, 2002.

Model Water Quality Management Plan (WQMP) for County of Orange, Orange County Flood
Control District, and the Incorporated Cities of Orange County, Draft February 2003.

Ventura Countywide Technical Guidance Manual for Stormwater Quality Control Measures,
July 2002.

e T Ty Ty
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Efficient Irrigation SD-12

Design Objectives

M Maximize Infiltration
M Provide Retention
M Slow Runoff

Minimize Impervious Land
Coverage

Prohibit Dumping of Improper
Materials

Contain Pollutants
Collect and Convey

Description
Irrigation water provided to landscaped areas may result in excess irrigation water being
conveyed into stormwater drainage systems.

Approach
Project plan designs for development and redevelopment should include application methods of
irrigation water that minimize runoff of excess irrigation water into the stormwater conveyance

system.

Suitable Applications

Appropriate applications include residential, commercial and industrial areas planned for
development or redevelopment. (Detached residential single-family homes are typically
excluded from this requirement.)

Design Considerations
Designing New Installations

The following methods to reduce excessive irrigation runoff should be considered, and
incorporated and implemented where determined applicable and feasible by the Permittee:

= Employ rain-triggered shutoff devices to prevent irrigation after precipitation.
s Design irrigation systems to each landscape area’s specific water requirements.

s Include design featuring flow reducers or shutoff valves
triggered by a pressure drop to control water loss in the event
of broken sprinkler heads or lines.

= Implement landscape plans consistent with County or City
water conservation resolutions, which may include provision
of water sensors, programmable irrigation times (for short

cycles), etc.
('\ [IFDR N‘Ir‘\ quR)ﬂ\'p\m
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SD-12 Efficient Irrigation

= Design timing and application methods of irrigation water to minimize the runoff of excess
irrigation water into the storm water drainage system.

= Group plants with similar water requirements in order to reduce excess irrigation runoff and
promote surface filtration. Choose plants with low irrigation requirements (for example,
native or drought tolerant species). Consider design features such as:

- Using mulches (such as wood chips or bar) in planter areas without ground cover to
minimize sediment in runoff

- Installing appropriate plant materials for the location, in accordance with amount of
sunlight and climate, and use native plant materials where possible and/or as
recommended by the landscape architect

- Leaving a vegetative barrier along the property boundary and interior watercourses, to
act as a pollutant filter, where appropriate and feasible

- Choosing plants that minimize or eliminate the use of fertilizer or pesticides to sustain
growth

= Employ other comparable, equally effective methods to reduce irrigation water runoff.

Redeveloping Existing Installations

Various jurisdictional stormwater management and mitigation plans (SUSMP, WQMP, etc.)
define “redevelopment” in terms of amounts of additional impervious area, increases in gross
floor area and/or exterior construction, and land disturbing activities with structural or
impervious surfaces. The definition of “ redevelopment” must be consulted to determine
whether or not the requirements for new development apply to areas intended for
redevelopment. If the definition applies, the steps outlined under “designing new installations”
above should be followed.

Other Resources
A Manual for the Standard Urban Stormwater Mitigation Plan (SUSMP), Los Angeles County
Department of Public Works, May 2002.

Model Standard Urban Storm Water Mitigation Plan (SUSMP) for San Diego County, Port of
San Diego, and Cities in San Diego County, February 14, 2002.

Model Water Quality Management Plan (WQMP) for County of Orange, Orange County Flood
Control District, and the Incorporated Cities of Orange County, Draft February 2003.

Ventura Countywide Technical Guidance Manual for Stormwater Quality Control Measures,
July 2002.
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Storm Drain Signage SD-13

Design Objectives
Maximize Infilfration
Provide Retention
Slow Runoff
Minimize Impervious Land
Coverage

| Prohibit Dumping of Improper
Matenials

Contain Pollutants
Collect and Convey

Description

Waste materials dumped into storm drain inlets can have severe impacts on receiving and
ground waters. Posting notices regarding discharge prohibitions at storm drain inlets can
prevent waste dumping. Storm drain signs and stencils are highly visible source controls that
are typically placed directly adjacent to storm drain inlets.

Approach

The stencil or affixed sign contains a brief statement that prohibits dumping of improper
materials into the urban runoff conveyance system. Storm drain messages have become a
popular method of alerting the public about the effects of and the prohibitions against waste

disposal.
Suitable Applications
Stencils and signs alert the public to the destination of pollutants discharged to the storm drain.

Signs are appropriate in residential, commercial, and industrial areas, as well as any other area
where contributions or dumping to storm drains is likely.

Design Considerations

Storm drain message markers or placards are recommended at all storm drain inlets within the
boundary of a development project. The marker should be placed in clear sight facing toward
anyone approaching the inlet from either side. All storm drain inlet locations should be
identified on the development site map.

Designing New Installations
The following methods should be considered for inclusion in the
project design and show on project plans:

s Provide stenciling or labeling of all storm drain inlets and
catch basins, constructed or modified, within the project area
with prohibitive language. Examples include “NO DUMPING

CALIFORNIA STORMWATER
JUALITY ASSQCIATION
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SD-13 Storm Drain Signage

— DRAINS TO OCEAN” and/or other graphical icons to discourage illegal dumping.

m Post signs with prohibitive language and/or graphical icons, which prohibit illegal dumping
at public access points along channels and creeks within the project area.

Note - Some local agencies have approved specific signage and/or storm drain message placards
for use. Consult local agency stormwater staff to determine specific requirements for placard
types and methods of application.

Redeveloping Existing Installations

Various jurisdictional stormwater management and mitigation plans (SUSMP, WQMP, etc.)
define “redevelopment” in terms of amounts of additional impervious area, increases in gross
floor area and/or exterior construction, and land disturbing activities with structural or
impervious surfaces. If the project meets the definition of “redevelopment”, then the
requirements stated under “ designing new installations” above should be included in all project
design plans.

Additional Information
Maintenance Considerations

m Legibility of markers and signs should be maintained. If required by the agency with
jurisdiction over the project, the owner/operator or homeowner’s association should enter
into a maintenance agreement with the agency or record a deed restriction upon the
property title to maintain the legibility of placards or signs.

Placement
m Signage on top of curbs tends to weather and fade.

m Signage on face of curbs tends to be worn by contact with vehicle tires and sweeper brooms.

Supplemental Information

Examples

s Most MS4 programs have storm drain signage programs. Some MS4 programs will provide
stencils, or arrange for volunteers to stencil storm drains as part of their outreach program.

Other Resources
A Manual for the Standard Urban Stormwater Mitigation Plan (SUSMP), Los Angeles County
Department of Public Works, May 2002.

Model Standard Urban Storm Water Mitigation Plan (SUSMP) for San Diego County, Port of
San Diego, and Cities in San Diego County, February 14, 2002.

Model Water Quality Management Plan (WQMP) for County of Orange, Orange County Flood
Control District, and the Incorporated Cities of Orange County, Draft February 2003.

Ventura Countywide Technical Guidance Manual for Stormwater Quality Control Measures,
July 2002.
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Trash Storage Areas SD-32

Design Objectives

Description

Trash storage areas are areas where a trash receptacle (s) are Maximize Infiftration
located for use as a repository for solid wastes. Stormwater Provide Retention
runoff from areas where trash is stored or disposed of can be Slow Runoff

polluted. In addition, loose trash and debris can be easily

transported by water or wind into nearby storm drain inlets, Minimize Impervious Land

channels, and/or creeks. Waste handling operations that may be C°"erf_’ge _
sources of stormwater pollution include dumpsters, litter control, Prohibit Dumping of Improper
and waste piles. Materials

&  Contain Pollutants
Ay Collect and Convey

This fact sheet contains details on the specific measures required
to prevent or reduce pollutants in stormwater runoff associated
with trash storage and handling. Preventative measures
including enclosures, containment structures, and impervious
pavements to mitigate spills, should be used to reduce the
likelihood of contamination.

Suitable Applications

Appropriate applications include residential, commercial and industrial areas planned for
development or redevelopment. (Detached residential single-family homes are typically
excluded from this requirement.) '

Design Considerations

Design requirements for waste handling areas are governed by Building and Fire Codes, and by
current local agency ordinances and zoning requirements. The design criteria described in this
fact sheet are meant to enhance and be consistent with these code and ordinance requirements.
Hazardous waste should be handled in accordance with legal requirements established in Title

22 California Code of Regulation.

Wastes from commerecial and industrial sites are typically hauled by either public or commercial
carriers that may have design or access requirements for waste storage areas. The design
criteria in this fact sheet are recommendations and are not intended to be in conflict with
requirements established by the waste hauler. The waste hauler should be contacted prior to the
design of your site trash collection areas. Conflicts or issues should be discussed with the local

agency.

Designing New Installations
Trash storage areas should be designed to consider the following structural or treatment control
BMPs:

= Design trash container areas so that drainage from adjoining
roofs and pavement is diverted around the area(s) to avoid
run-on. This might include berming or grading the waste
handling area to prevent run-on of stormwater.

s Make sure trash container areas are screened or walled to
prevent off-site transport of trash.

CALIFORNIA STORMWATER
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SD-32 Trash Storage Areas

m Uselined bins or dumpsters to reduce leaking of liquid waste.

m Provide roofs, awnings, or attached lids on all trash containers to minimize direct
precipitation and prevent rainfall from entering containers.

m Pave trash storage areas with an impervious surface to mitigate spills.
m Do not locate storm drains in immediate vicinity of the trash storage area.

m Post signs on all dumpsters informing users that hazardous materials are not to be disposed
of therein.

Redeveloping Existing Installations

Various jurisdictional stormwater management and mitigation plans (SUSMP, WQMP, etc.)
define “redevelopment” in terms of amounts of additional impervious area, increases in gross
floor area and/or exterior construction, and land disturbing activities with structural or
impervious surfaces. The definition of “ redevelopment” must be consulted to determine
whether or not the requirements for new development apply to areas intended for
redevelopment. If the definition applies, the steps outlined under “designing new installations”
above should be followed.

Additional Information

Maintenance Considerations

The integrity of structural elements that are subject to damage (i.e., screens, covers, and signs)
must be maintained by the owner/operator. Maintenance agreements between the local agency
and the owner/operator may be required. Some agencies will require maintenance deed
restrictions to be recorded of the property title. If required by the local agency, maintenance
agreements or deed restrictions must be executed by the owner/operator before improvement
plans are approved.

Other Resources
A Manual for the Standard Urban Stormwater Mitigation Plan (SUSMP), Los Angeles County
Department of Public Works, May 2002.

Model Standard Urban Storm Water Mitigation Plan (SUSMP) for San Diego County, Port of
San Diego, and Cities in San Diego County, February 14, 2002.

Model Water Quality Management Plan (WQMP) for County of Orange, Orange County Flood
Control District, and the Incorporated Cities of Orange County, Draft February 2003.

Ventura Countywide Technical Guidance Manual for Stormwater Quality Control Measures,
July 2002.
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Bioretention

TC-32

Description

The bioretention best management practice (BMP) functions as a
soil and plant-based filtration device that removes pollutants
through a variety of physical, biological, and chemical treatment
processes. These facilities normally consist of a grass buffer
strip, sand bed, ponding area, organic layer or mulch layer,
planting soil, and plants. The runoffs velocity is reduced by
passing over or through buffer strip and subsequently distributed
evenly along a ponding area. Exfiltration of the stored water in
the bioretention area planting soil into the underlying soils
occurs over a period of days.

California Experience

None documented. Bioretention has been used as a stormwater
BMP since 1992. In addition to Prince George's County, MD and
Alexandria, VA, bioretention has been used successfully at urban
and suburban areas in Montgomery County, MD; Baltimore
County, MD; Chesterfield County, VA; Prince William County,
VA; Smith Mountain Lake State Park, VA; and Cary, NC.

Advantages

m Bioretention provides stormwater treatment that enhances
the quality of downstream water bodies by temporarily
storing runoff in the BMP and releasing it over a period of
four days to the receiving water (EPA, 1999).

m  The vegetation provides shade and wind breaks, absorbs
noise, and improves an area's landscape.

Limitations

m  The bioretention BMP is not recommended for areas with
slopes greater than 20% or where mature tree removal would

Design Considerations

m Soil for Infiltration

m Tributary Area

m Slope

m Aesthetics

m Environmental Side-effects

Targeted Constituents

Sediment B
M  Nutrients A
Trash ®
Metals i
Bacteria &
M Oil and Grease |
M  Organics |
Legend (Removal Effectiveness)

® Low H High

A Medium
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TC-32 Bioretention

be required since clogging may result, particularly if the BMP receives runoff with high
sediment loads (EPA, 1999).

m Bioretention is not a suitable BMP at locations where the water table is within 6 feet of the
ground surface and where the surrounding soil stratum is unstable.

m By design, bioretention BMPs have the potential to create very attractive habitats for
mosquitoes and other vectors because of highly organic, often heavily vegetated areas mixed
with shallow water.

m In cold climates the soil may freeze, preventing runoff from infiltrating into the planting soil.

Design and Sizing Guidelines
m  The bioretention area should be sized to capture the design storm runoff.

m In areas where the native soil permeability is less than 0.5 in/hr an underdrain should be
provided.

m  Recommended minimum dimensions are 15 feet by 40 feet, although the preferred width is
25 feet. Excavated depth should be 4 feet.

m  Area should drain completely within 72 hours.
m  Approximately 1 tree or shrub per 50 ft2 of bioretention area should be included.
m  Cover area with about 3 inches of mulch.

Construction/Inspection Considerations
Bioretention area should not be established until contributing watershed is stabilized.

Performance

Bioretention removes stormwater pollutants through physical and biological processes,
including adsorption, filtration, plant uptake, microbial activity, decomposition, sedimentation
and volatilization (EPA, 1999). Adsorption is the process whereby particulate pollutants attach
to soil (e.g., clay) or vegetation surfaces. Adequate contact time between the surface and
pollutant must be provided for in the design of the system for this removal process to occur.
Thus, the infiltration rate of the soils must not exceed those specified in the design criteria or
pollutant removal may decrease. Pollutants removed by adsorption include metals, phosphorus,
and hydrocarbons. Filtration occurs as runoff passes through the bioretention area media, such
as the sand bed, ground cover, and planting soil.

Common particulates removed from stormwater include particulate organic matter,
phosphorus, and suspended solids. Biological processes that occur in wetlands result in
pollutant uptake by plants and microorganisms in the soil. Plant growth is sustained by the
uptake of nutrients from the soils, with woody plants locking up these nutrients through the
seasons. Microbial activity within the soil also contributes to the removal of nitrogen and
organic matter. Nitrogen is removed by nitrifying and denitrifying bacteria, while aerobic
bacteria are responsible for the decomposition of the organic matter. Microbial processes
require oxygen and can result in depleted oxygen levels if the bioretention area is not adequately
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Bioretention TC-32

aerated. Sedimentation occurs in the swale or ponding area as the velocity slows and solids fall
out of suspension.

The removal effectiveness of bioretention has been studied during field and laboratory studies
conducted by the University of Maryland (Davis et al, 1998). During these experiments,
synthetic stormwater runoff was pumped through several laboratory and field bioretention areas
to simulate typical storm events in Prince George's County, MD. Removal rates for heavy metals
and nutrients are shown in Table 1.

Table 1 Laboratory and Estimated
Bioretention Davis et al. (1998);
PGDER (1993)

Pollutant Removal Rate

Total Phosphorus 70-83%

Metals (Cu, Zn, Pb) 93-98%

TKN 68-80%

Total Suspended Solids 90%

Organics 90%

Bacteria 90%

Results for both the laboratory and field experiments were similar for each of the pollutants
analyzed. Doubling or halving the influent pollutant levels had little effect on the effluent
pollutants concentrations (Davis et al, 1998).

The microbial activity and plant uptake occurring in the bioretention area will likely result in
higher removal rates than those determined for infiltration BMPs.

Siting Criteria

Bioretention BMPs are generally used to treat stormwater from impervious surfaces at
commercial, residential, and industrial areas (EPA, 1999). Implementation of bioretention for
stormwater management is ideal for median strips, parking lot islands, and swales. Moreover,
the runoff in these areas can be designed to either divert directly into the bioretention area or
convey into the bioretention area by a curb and gutter collection system.

The best location for bioretention areas is upland from inlets that receive sheet flow from graded
areas and at areas that will be excavated (EPA, 1999). In order to maximize treatment
effectiveness, the site must be graded in such a way that minimizes erosive conditions as sheet
flow is conveyed to the treatment area. Locations where a bioretention area can be readily
incorporated into the site plan without further environmental damage are preferred.
Furthermore, to effectively minimize sediment loading in the treatment area, bioretention only
should be used in stabilized drainage areas.
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TC-32 Bioretention

Additional Design Guidelines

The layout of the bioretention area is determined after site constraints such as location of
utilities, underlying soils, existing vegetation, and drainage are considered (EPA, 1999). Sites
with loamy sand soils are especially appropriate for bioretention because the excavated soil can
be backfilled and used as the planting soil, thus eliminating the cost of importing planting soil.

The use of bioretention may not be feasible given an unstable surrounding soil stratum, soils
with clay content greater than 25 percent, a site with slopes greater than 20 percent, and/or a
site with mature trees that would be removed during construction of the BMP.

Bioretention can be designed to be off-line or on-line of the existing drainage system (EPA,
1999). The drainage area for a bioretention area should be between 0.1 and 0.4 hectares (0.25
and 1.0 acres). Larger drainage areas may require multiple bioretention areas. Furthermore,
the maximum drainage area for a bioretention area is determined by the expected rainfall
intensity and runoff rate. Stabilized areas may erode when velocities are greater than 5 feet per
second (1.5 meter per second). The designer should determine the potential for erosive
conditions at the site.

The size of the bioretention area, which is a function of the drainage area and the runoff
generated from the area is sized to capture the water quality volume.

The recommended minimum dimensions of the bioretention area are 15 feet (4.6 meters) wide
by 40 feet (12.2 meters) long, where the minimum width allows enough space for a dense,
randomly-distributed area of trees and shrubs to become established. Thus replicating a natural
forest and creating a microclimate, thereby enabling the bioretention area to tolerate the effects
of heat stress, acid rain, runoff pollutants, and insect and disease infestations which landscaped
areas in urban settings typically are unable to tolerate. The preferred width is 25 feet (7.6
meters), with a length of twice the width. Essentially, any facilities wider than 20 feet (6.1
meters) should be twice as long as they are wide, which promotes the distribution of flow and
decreases the chances of concentrated flow.

In order to provide adequate storage and prevent water from standing for excessive periods of
time the ponding depth of the bioretention area should not exceed 6 inches (15 centimeters).
Water should not be left to stand for more than 72 hours. A restriction on the type of plants that
can be used may be necessary due to some plants’ water intolerance. Furthermore, if water is
left standing for longer than 72 hours mosquitoes and other insects may start to breed.

The appropriate planting soil should be backfilled into the excavated bioretention area. Planting
soils should be sandy loam, loamy sand, or loam texture with a clay content ranging from 10 to
25 percent.

Generally the soil should have infiltration rates greater than 0.5 inches (1.25 centimeters) per
hour, which is typical of sandy loams, loamy sands, or loams. The pH of the soil should range
between 5.5 and 6.5, where pollutants such as organic nitrogen and phosphorus can be adsorbed
by the soil and microbial activity can flourish. Additional requirements for the planting soil
include a 1.5 to 3 percent organic content and a maximum 500 ppm concentration of soluble
salts.
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Bioretention TC-32

Soil tests should be performed for every 500 cubic yards (382 cubic meters) of planting soil,
with the exception of pH and organic content tests, which are required only once per
bioretention area (EPA, 1999). Planting soil should be 4 inches (10.1 centimeters) deeper than
the bottom of the largest root ball and 4 feet (1.2 meters) altogether. This depth will provide
adequate soil for the plants' root systems to become established, prevent plant damage due to
severe wind, and provide adequate moisture capacity. Most sites will require excavation in
order to obtain the recommended depth.

Planting soil depths of greater than 4 feet (1.2 meters) may require additional construction
practices such as shoring measures (EPA, 1999). Planting soil should be placed in 18 inches or
greater lifts and lightly compacted until the desired depth is reached. Since high canopy trees
may be destroyed during maintenance the bioretention area should be vegetated to resemble a
terrestrial forest community ecosystem that is dominated by understory trees. Three species
each of both trees and shrubs are recommended to be planted at a rate of 2500 trees and shrubs
per hectare (1000 per acre). For instance, a 15 foot (4.6 meter) by 40 foot (12.2 meter)
bioretention area (600 square feet or 55.75 square meters) would require 14 trees and shrubs.
The shrub-to-tree ratio should be 2:1 to 3:1.

Trees and shrubs should be planted when conditions are favorable. Vegetation should be
watered at the end of each day for fourteen days following its planting. Plant species tolerant of
pollutant loads and varying wet and dry conditions should be used in the bioretention area.

The designer should assess aesthetics, site layout, and maintenance requirements when
selecting plant species. Adjacent non-native invasive species should be identified and the
designer should take measures, such as providing a soil breach to eliminate the threat of these
species invading the bioretention area. Regional landscaping manuals should be consulted to
ensure that the planting of the bioretention area meets the landscaping requirements
established by the local authorities. The designers should evaluate the best placement of
vegetation within the bioretention area. Plants should be placed at irregular intervals to
replicate a natural forest. Trees should be placed on the perimeter of the area to provide shade
and shelter from the wind. Trees and shrubs can be sheltered from damaging flows if they are
placed away from the path of the incoming runoff. In cold climates, species that are more
tolerant to cold winds, such as evergreens, should be placed in windier areas of the site.

Following placement of the trees and shrubs, the ground cover and/or mulch should be
established. Ground cover such as grasses or legumes can be planted at the beginning of the
growing season. Mulch should be placed immediately after trees and shrubs are planted. Two
to 3 inches (5 to 7.6 cm) of commercially-available fine shredded hardwood mulch or shredded
hardwood chips should be applied to the bioretention area to protect from erosion.

Maintenance

The primary maintenance requirement for bioretention areas is that of inspection and repair or
replacement of the treatment area's components. Generally, this involves nothing more than the
routine periodic maintenance that is required of any landscaped area. Plants that are
appropriate for the site, climatic, and watering conditions should be selected for use in the
bioretention cell. Appropriately selected plants will aide in reducing fertilizer, pesticide, water,
and overall maintenance requirements. Bioretention system components should blend over
time through plant and root growth, organic decomposition, and the development of a natural
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TC-32 Bioretention

soil horizon. These biologic and physical processes over time will lengthen the facility's life span
and reduce the need for extensive maintenance.

Routine maintenance should include a biannual health evaluation of the trees and shrubs and
subsequent removal of any dead or diseased vegetation (EPA, 1999). Diseased vegetation
should be treated as needed using preventative and low-toxic measures to the extent possible.
BMPs have the potential to create very attractive habitats for mosquitoes and other vectors
because of highly organic, often heavily vegetated areas mixed with shallow water. Routine
inspections for areas of standing water within the BMP and corrective measures to restore
proper infiltration rates are necessary to prevent creating mosquito and other vector habitat. In
addition, bioretention BMPs are susceptible to invasion by aggressive plant species such as
cattails, which increase the chances of water standing and subsequent vector production if not
routinely maintained.

In order to maintain the treatment area’s appearance it may be necessary to prune and weed.
Furthermore, mulch replacement is suggested when erosion is evident or when the site begins to
look unattractive. Specifically, the entire area may require mulch replacement every two to
three years, although spot mulching may be sufficient when there are random void areas. Mulch
replacement should be done prior to the start of the wet season.

New Jersey's Department of Environmental Protection states in their bioretention systems
standards that accumulated sediment and debris removal (especially at the inflow point) will
normally be the primary maintenance function. Other potential tasks include replacement of
dead vegetation, soil pH regulation, erosion repair at inflow points, mulch replenishment,
unclogging the underdrain, and repairing overflow structures. There is also the possibility that
the cation exchange capacity of the soils in the cell will be significantly reduced over time.
Depending on pollutant loads, soils may need to be replaced within 5-10 years of construction
(LID, 2000).

Cost
Construction Cost

Construction cost estimates for a bioretention area are slightly greater than those for the
required landscaping for a new development (EPA, 1999). A general rule of thumb (Coffman,
1999) is that residential bioretention areas average about $3 to $4 per square foot, depending on
soil conditions and the density and types of plants used. Commercial, industrial and
institutional site costs can range between $10 to $40 per square foot, based on the need for
control structures, curbing, storm drains and underdrains.

Retrofitting a site typically costs more, averaging $6,500 per bioretention area. The higher costs
are attributed to the demolition of existing concrete, asphalt, and existing structures and the
replacement of fill material with planting soil. The costs of retrofitting a commercial site in
Maryland, Kettering Development, with 15 bioretention areas were estimated at $111,600.

In any bioretention area design, the cost of plants varies substantially and can account for a
significant portion of the expenditures. While these cost estimates are slightly greater than
those of typical landscaping treatment (due to the increased number of plantings, additional soil
excavation, backfill material, use of underdrains etc.), those landscaping expenses that would be
required regardless of the bioretention installation should be subtracted when determining the
net cost.
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Perhaps of most importance, however, the cost savings compared to the use of traditional
structural stormwater conveyance systems makes bioretention areas quite attractive financially.
For example, the use of bioretention can decrease the cost required for constructing stormwater
conveyance systems at a site. A medical office building in Maryland was able to reduce the
amount of storm drain pipe that was needed from 800 to 230 feet - a cost savings of $24,000
(PGDER, 1993). And a new residential development spent a total of approximately $100,000
using bioretention cells on each lot instead of nearly $400,000 for the traditional stormwater
ponds that were originally planned (Rappahanock, ). Also, in residential areas, stormwater
management controls become a part of each property owner's landscape, reducing the public
burden to maintain large centralized facilities.

Maintenance Cost

The operation and maintenance costs for a bioretention facility will be comparable to those of
typical landscaping required for a site. Costs beyond the normal landscaping fees will include
the cost for testing the soils and may include costs for a sand bed and planting soil.
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