




Remember, a death row sentence is not a straightforward prosecution. The death penalty is a 
tough conviction for law enforcement and district attorneys to achieve. It includes an arrest by 
law enforcement for a capital offense, such as murder, with special circumstances. Exceptional 
circumstances are factors that make the crime particularly heinous or warrant the death penalty, 
such as multiple murders, murder for financial gain, or murder of a peace officer. Then, there is a 
penalty phase where the jury hears evidence and arguments from both the prosecution and 
defense regarding aggravating and mitigating factors, including circumstances that make the 
crime more severe. The appeals process also a1lows the individual to appeal the conviction and 
sentence. This process can be incredibly lengthy and often includes several layers of review by 
state and federal courts. In addition to this appeals process, individuals on death row may also 
file petitions or writ of habeas corpus, which allows them to challenge the constitutionality of 
their conviction or sentence. 

Overall, ending up on death row in California involves a complex legal process with multiple 
stages ofreview. It is important to note that not all individuals convicted of capital offenses 
receive the death penalty and those who do have extensive legal avenues for challenging their 
conviction or sentence. 

While the complexities of capital punishment in California shed light on the legal intricacies of 
our justice system, it's essential to recognize the real-world implications of such cases. One such 
example is the tragic incident involving Kevin Cooper. On June 2, 1983, serial offender Kevin 
Cooper, using the alias David Trautman, was beginning a four-year sentence for two burglaries 
in the Los Angeles Area. He climbed through a hole in the prison fence and walked away from 
Chino Institute for Men across an open field. Three days later, four dead bodies were found 
chopped with a hatchet, sliced with a �ife, and stabbed with an ice pick 

The escape of Kevin Cooper is not an isolated incident but rather one among several security 
breaches that have raised concerns about the safety protocols and investments within CDCR' s 
correctional facilities. Another notable case is that of Michael Garrett, who escaped from the 
Chino Institute for Men which led to a carjacking and evading law enforcement until the 
following day when Garrett was apprehended by the San Diego Sheriffs Department in 
Encinitas 7.

Unfortunately, an inoperable fence at Chino Institute for Men and poor lighting contributed to 
this escape, and local legislators learned that a sensor on the fence had been broken for years, 
prompting Assemblyrnember Freddie Rodriguez to author Assembly Bill 2028, which would 
require CDCR to conduct a security inspection and audit at regular intervals. The legislation was 
vetoed in 2018 by Governor Brown8

. 

Th-ese escapes have underscored the need for stricter security measures and highlighted 
deficiencies within specific institutions, such as the Chino Institution for Men. Reports of 
inadequate infrastructure and staffing shortages have brought attention to the surrounding areas 
and community. These deficiencies include potentially insufficient staffing levels, outdated 
infrastructure, and lack of investment from the state, which occurred when CIM was built in 
1941 - the same year the United States became involved in World War II. Addressing these 
issues is essential to maintain a secure environment within the facility and prevent potential 
incidents that could threaten public safety. 

7 https://www .cdcr.ca.gov/news/2018/01/16/inmate-who-escaped-from-california-institution-for-men-apprehended­
in-encinitas/ 
8 https:/ /www .championnewspapers.com/news/article _ 7097 4ccc-5 5 54-11 e8-a016-5fed3 l 4c l ac2 .html 
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